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Disclaimer 

This report is a convenient summary collated from publically available information found in waste bins at the time the audit took 

place. Whilst all reasonable care and diligence was exercised in the preparation of this report, third parties provided all source 

material audited in bins and Solo Resource Recovery has not independently conducted tests or research to confirm the accuracy 

of the core source of information. 

Solo Resource Recovery do not warrant or represent the accuracy, completeness or relevance of the information for the reader's 

particular requirements. Solo Resource Recovery disclaims all liability for loss or damage that may be suffered as a result of 

reliance on this information by the reader or any third party, whether or not there has been any error, omission or negligence by 

or on behalf of Solo Resource Recovery. All readers must undertake and rely upon their own investigations. 

This Report represents information obtained at the time the audit took place and is intended to provide a summary of such 

information observed and recorded. 
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1.0 Purpose 
 

The City of Monash has requested three (3) detailed weight based physical audits of kerbside bin 

contents (rubbish, recycling and green waste), reporting in weight and volume. Solo was 

contracted by City of Monash to conduct this Waste Audit in November 2020. This baseline audit 

will be compared to future data collected 12 months from the initial commencement of the 

audit. 

2.0 Aim and Objectives 

 

The aim of this waste audit is to quantify the amount and composition of materials being 

collected in a sample of rubbish, recycling and green waste post commencement of the 

additional food waste service throughout the Monash municipality. This information will be used 

to inform future waste and recycling strategies, as well as establish a baseline for reporting. The 

objective is to present information that will indicate any future trends in waste management. 

This data will then influence both future waste education initiatives, as well as operational 

contractual requirements.   

3.0 Scope of Works 

 

The audit will use a standard classification system as agreed upon by Council prior to 

commencement to assess the materials in the rubbish, recycling and green waste bins for each 

of the serviced sites. The audit will identify and quantify the materials in terms of weight and 

volume for each of the three waste streams and include information on contamination.  

Council requested the following data be provided to determine the current amount and 

composition of materials being collected in the rubbish, recycling and green waste streams. The 

audits will provide data to:  

 report, review and track resource recovery in the recycling stream 

 track resource recovery in the green waste stream from the inclusion of food waste 

 identify opportunities to further recover recyclables and organics from the rubbish 
stream 

 accurately measure contamination rates in recycling and green waste bins 

 inform the target for diversion from landfill for food and green waste 

 accurately measure performance against targets over time 

 provide waste generation rates for each stream 
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The approved categories for household bin separation for the City of Monash can be found in 

Appendix 1. 

All streams segregated align with the existing Council and Collection Facility’s approved 

education information and strategies.   

Due to the effects of COVID-19 it should be noted that national audits are showing higher than 

average rates of contamination and some variations in results due to residents working 

remotely.  

4.0 Project Methodology 
 

The project methodology follows the protocols outlined in the Sustainability Victoria guidelines 

(Appendix 4). The collection of five (5) samples of rubbish, five (5) samples of recycling and five 

(5) samples of green waste were requested by Council. This equates to the collection of a total of 

250 samples in each stream and therefore a total of 750 bins from households.  

The method of material sorting used throughout the audit is a ’physical sort and weigh’. This 

method allows for accurate comparison between results. 

Council provided Solo with a data set of properties in excel format. Of these properties, 250 

household samples were audited. A list of the suburbs audited and the composition of units and 

single dwellings can be found in Appendix 3. An auditor and side-lift truck driver were also 

provided with this list and collected samples in the nominated streets.  

These bins were deposited at Solo’s depot in Carrum Downs for sorting. During sorting, the 

waste was separated into selected streams and weighed as agreed upon with Council. The sorted 

bin contents were responsibly disposed of at the end of each auditing day. Images were taken 

during the audit and can be found in Appendix 2.  

During sorting, mass (kg) was recorded on a hard copy spreadsheet. Measurements were taken 

to the nearest 0.005kg. Data was then entered into an electronic spreadsheet immediately after 

completion of the daily audit. When reporting, an error margin may occur of 0.01-0.001 units 

due to the use of formulas and rounding to two (2) or three (3) decimal places. 
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Appendix 1.  

Sorting Categories 

 

 

PRIMARY CLASSIFICATION CATEGORY SECONDARY CLASSIFICATION CATEGORY

Material Type (10) Material Detail (61)

Paper / Newspaper (pieces > A6)

Paper other (shredded / pieces < A6)

Cardboard

Liquid Paperboard (LPB milk/juice) (accepted)

Contaminated soiled paper / cardboard

Other/Mixed (incl. receipts, TetraPak)

Fruit, vegetables

Staples

Meat, fish, bones

Dairy, Cooked leftovers

Wrapped / bagged food (accepted forms)

Wrapped / bagged food (non-accepted forms)

Compostable / biodegradable / degradable packaging / items (not accepted)

Paper towel / tissues / serviettes / paper napkins

Other

Garden prunings / glass clippings (accepted)

Wood/timber (accepted)

Other Putrescible

Clothing / shoes (not accepted)

Bedding / pillows / blankets (not accepted)

Other

Drink Bottles (recyclable)

Bottles - other (recyclable)

Jars / containers (recyclable)

Glass fines

Other

Drink Bottles (recyclable)

Bottles - other (recyclable)

Hard plastic containers (recyclable)

Hard plastics (not accepted)

Soft plastics (not accepted)

Polystyrene (not accepted)

Small plastics (not accepted)

Other

Aluminium cans (accepted)

Aluminium foil / trays (accepted)

Steel cans (accepted)

Aerosol cans (accepted, if empty)

Other

Paint

Fluorescent globes

Nappies/Hygiene products

Household chemicals

Pharmaceuticals / medical / syringes

Aerosol cans (partial / full)

Other

Batteries - household / dry cell

Batteries - other / car

Electrical items

Other

Dust/ dirt/ rock/inert

Ash

Soil

Non recyclable timber/wood

Building materials

Gardening equipment

Bagged recyclables

Rubbish loose / Bagged rubbish

Other

Paper

Potentially hazardous 

Other

Garden / timber

Food / organic

E-Waste

Textiles

Metal 

Plastic 

Glass 
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Appendix 2. 

Gallery 

 
Rubbish Sample as Presented. 

 

 
Green Waste Sample as Presented. 
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Recycling Sample as Presented. 

 
Food Waste Presented in Green Waste Sample. 

 

 

 






